JOUENEY OF THE  SOUL AFTEB  DEATH.         123
glory of Brahman reaches him. He approaches the throne Vifetkaha-?^. The S&man verses, Brihat and Kathantara, are the eastern feet of that throne; the S&man verses, #yaita and Naudhasa, its western feet; the Saman verses, Vairftpa and Vair&<?a, its sides, lengthways; the S&man verses, $akvara and Eaivata, its sides, crossways. That throne is Pragw& (knowledge), for by knowledge he sees clearly. He approaches the couch Amitau^as. That is pra/rca (breath, speech). The past and the future are its eastern feet; prosperity and earth its western feet; the Saman verses, Brihat and Kathaiitara, are the two sides lengthways of the couch; the S&man verses, Bhadra and Ya$tfaya#/z$ya, are the cross-sides at the head and feet (east and west); the Rik and S&man are the long sheets, the Yac/us the cross-sheets, the moonbeams the cushion, the Udgitha the coverlet; prosperity the pillow. On this couch sits Brahman, and he who knows this, mounts it first with one foot. Then Brahman says to him: " Who art thou ?" and he shall answer: "I am a season, and the child of the seasons, sprung from the womb of endless space, the seed of the wife, the light of the year, the self of all that is. Thou art the self of all that is; what thou art, that am L" '
Difficulties of Interpretation.
This is as close a translation as I can give. But I must confess that many of the names here used in describing the reception given by the god Brahman to the departed, are unintelligible to me. They were equally unintelligible to the native commentators, who, however, try to discover a meaning in some of them,